144.   LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DAULATRAM

SWARAJ ASHRAM, BAKDOLI,
August 4, 1928

MY DEAR JAIRAMDAS,

I have been too busy to attend to your letter of 2nd June. It
is only because Vallabhbhai has called me to Bardoli that I have
got a little breathing time to overtake arrears.

I do find a flaw in jour argument. You will not decrease the
consumption of foreign cloth through our mills unless they come
under our control, if only for the simple reason that they will,
as before, palm off foreign cloth upon you as swadeshi when they
find it cheaper than their own cloth or when they run short of
their own cloth. There is no shorter way than the straightest
way. Has not Euclid taught us that a straight line is the shortest
distance between two points? You know that I tried hard to come
to terms with the mill-owners but it was of no use,

JAIRAMDAS DAULATRAM
HYDERABAD (SIND)

From a microfilm: S.N. 13910

145.   LETTER TO CHIRANJIVALAL MISHRA*

SWARAJ ASHRAM, BARDOLI,
August 4, 1928

DEAR FRIEND,

I have your letter.

I still write about British rule because it affects us in all
departments of life. My condemnation of that rule does not
make me blind to the virtues of the British people. If India is ever
to gain swaraj, she will do so, not by copying other nations, but
by finding out a way specially suited to her needs. India's

1 In reply to his letter (S.N, 13850) dated June 26, 1928, criticizing
Gandhiji's denunciation of British rule, Chiranjivalal had also written: "My
humble idea is that the more a man is religious, the more he is disqualified
as a soldier in the fight for freedom of the country. Religion is an unnecessary
evil and a drag on the political side. . . "